GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE
The Unstoppable Church Wk 12

Perseverance in the Face of Opposition - 08.03.26 - Stephen Hinson
About this series:

As we continue The Unstoppable Church, Acts 14 shows Paul and Barnabas
persevering through resistance, misunderstanding, violence, and hardship while
remaining faithful to the mission Jesus gave them. Their perseverance did more than
keep them moving. It strengthened new believers, helped establish healthy churches,
and reminded the church that God is still at work even when following Him is costly. This
passage invites us to stand firm, stay faithful, strengthen others, and trust the grace of
Christ to carry us through opposition.

Goals of This Week's Discussion:

e Recognize that opposition is not always a sign that we are outside the will of
God.

e See how Paul and Barnabas remained bold, humble, and focused on the Gospel
in very different kinds of resistance.

e Understand that perseverance means staying faithful to the mission even when
obedience becomes costly.

e Consider how our own stories of suffering and endurance can strengthen other
believers.

¢ |dentify where we need to trust Christ for the grace and grit to keep following
Him.

Connections with the 7-Marks of a Jesus Follower:

e Walk in the Word: Acts 14 gives us a realistic picture of both the fruit and the
cost of following Jesus.

e Keep in Step: Paul and Barnabas remain attentive to the Holy Spirit as they
speak boldly, change direction, and continue the mission.

e Share Your Story: The missionaries return to Antioch and declare all that God
had done with them and how He opened a door of faith.




Starter Questions:

e What is one obstacle or difficult season that required you to keep going when you
wanted to quit?

e When you face resistance, are you more likely to push harder, withdraw,
complain, or ask God for direction?

e Who has strengthened your faith by sharing honestly about a hardship they
endured?

Read Acts 14:1-7

1 Now at Iconium they entered together into the Jewish synagogue and spoke in
such a way that a great number of both Jews and Greeks believed. 2 But the
unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles and poisoned their minds against the
brothers. 3 So they remained for a long time, speaking boldly for the Lord, who
bore withess to the word of his grace, granting signs and wonders to be done by
their hands. 4 But the people of the city were divided; some sided with the Jews
and some with the apostles. 5 When an attempt was made by both Gentiles and
Jews, with their rulers, to mistreat them and to stone them, 6 they learned of it
and fled to Lystra and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and to the surrounding country, 7
and there they continued to preach the gospel.

Discussion:

¢ What different responses to the Gospel do you see in this passage?

e Why is verse 3 surprising after the opposition described in verse 27?

e The sermon said, “Perseverance stands firm against opposition.” What did
standing firm look like for Paul and Barnabas?

e When can resistance tempt us to assume that God is no longer at work?

e Where might God be asking you to remain faithful even though the response has
been mixed or difficult?

Read Acts 14:8-18

8 Now at Lystra there was a man sitting who could not use his feet. He was
crippled from birth and had never walked. 9 He listened to Paul speaking. And
Paul, looking intently at him and seeing that he had faith to be made well, 10 said
in a loud voice, “Stand upright on your feet.” And he sprang up and began
walking. 11 And when the crowds saw what Paul had done, they lifted up their
voices, saying in Lycaonian, “The gods have come down to us in the likeness of
men!” 12 Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul, Hermes, because he was the chief



speaker. 13 And the priest of Zeus, whose temple was at the entrance to the city,
brought oxen and garlands to the gates and wanted to offer sacrifice with the
crowds. 14 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they tore their
garments and rushed out into the crowd, crying out, 15 “Men, why are you doing
these things? We also are men, of like nature with you, and we bring you good
news, that you should turn from these vain things to a living God, who made the
heaven and the earth and the sea and all that is in them. 16 In past generations he
allowed all the nations to walk in their own ways. 17 Yet he did not leave himself
without witness, for he did good by giving you rains from heaven and fruitful
seasons, satisfying your hearts with food and gladness.” 18 Even with these
words they scarcely restrained the people from offering sacrifice to them.

Discussion:

e What does the healing of the man reveal about God’s power and compassion?

¢ Why did the crowd misunderstand the miracle, and what does that teach us
about the limits of signs and wonders by themselves?

e How did Paul and Barnabas respond when people tried to give them the glory
that belonged to God?

e Why is humility essential when God works through us?

e How can we clearly redirect attention to Jesus when someone praises or
elevates us?

Read Acts 14:19-23

19 But Jews came from Antioch and Iconium, and having persuaded the crowds,
they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city, supposing that he was dead. 20
But when the disciples gathered about him, he rose up and entered the city, and
on the next day he went on with Barnabas to Derbe. 21 When they had preached
the gospel to that city and had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and
to Iconium and to Antioch, 22 strengthening the souls of the disciples,
encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying that through many
tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God. 23 And when they had appointed
elders for them in every church, with prayer and fasting they committed them to
the Lord in whom they had believed.

Discussion:

e What stands out to you about Paul’s response after being stoned and left for
dead?

e The sermon said, “Perseverance remains faithful to the mission.” What evidence
of that do you see here?



Why do you think Paul and Barnabas returned through the same cities where
they had faced such strong opposition?

How would their return have strengthened the new believers in those churches?
What do the appointment of elders, prayer, and fasting reveal about the kind of
churches they wanted to leave behind?

How does the statement “through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom
of God” challenge a life of convenience?

Read Acts 14:24-28

24 Then they passed through Pisidia and came to Pamphylia. 25 And when they
had spoken the word in Perga, they went down to Attalia, 26 and from there they
sailed to Antioch, where they had been commended to the grace of God for the
work that they had fulfilled. 27 And when they arrived and gathered the church
together, they declared all that God had done with them, and how he had opened
a door of faith to the Gentiles. 28 And they remained no little time with the
disciples.

Discussion:

Why was it important for Paul and Barnabas to return to their sending church?
What do you notice about the way they described the journey: “all that God had
done with them”?

How does sharing stories of God’s faithfulness strengthen the whole church?
Why do people on mission still need rest, community, accountability, and care?
What might it look like for you to stay more deeply anchored to the church while
walking through opposition?

Reflection:

Where are you tempted to avoid an obstacle rather than trust God to be present
with you through it?

Which aspect of perseverance needs the most growth in you: standing firm,
remaining faithful, or strengthening others?

Is there a hardship you have endured that God may want to use to encourage
someone else?

Where has convenience shaped your expectations of what following Jesus
should feel like?

Who could gather around you, pray with you, and help you keep going?




Application:

Name the opposition. Identify one obstacle, pressure, fear, or resistance that is
making obedience difficult.

Ask for endurance. Pray specifically for the grace and strength to remain faithful
rather than escape discomfort.

Strengthen someone. Share one honest story of God meeting you in hardship
with a person who needs encouragement.

Stay anchored. Reach out to a group leader, elder, pastor, or trusted believer
instead of carrying the struggle alone.

Keep moving. Take one practical step of obedience this week, even if the larger
situation has not changed.

Pray:

Thank Jesus that we do not face opposition alone and that His grace is sufficient
for us.

Ask the Holy Spirit to give us courage to stand firm and wisdom to know when to
stay, move, speak, or wait.

Pray for believers who are facing suffering, resistance, loss, or discouragement.
Ask God to use our stories and perseverance to strengthen others in the church.
Pray for Revive Church, its elders, pastors, groups, and mini-flocks to teach,
protect, lead, and care well.

Ask God to make us faithful ambassadors who live and love like Jesus, right
where we are.



