GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE
Baptism Sunday- 07.12.26 - Wes Dobson
About this Sunday:

BALISY

e i e
On Baptism Sunday, we celebrate the outward sign of an inward chnge and remember
the deep story behind baptism. Baptism reaches back into Israel’s ceremonial
washings, the longing to be made clean in God’s presence, the prophets’ promise of a
coming Kingdom, and God’s promise of a new covenant where He gives His people
new hearts. In baptism, followers of Jesus publicly declare repentance, ask God to
make them clean, identify with the death and resurrection of Christ, and step into a life
of daily surrender as citizens of His Kingdom.

Goals of This Week's Discussion:

¢ Understand the ancient roots of baptism and how ceremonial washings pointed
toward being made clean in the presence of God.

e See why John the Baptist called people to repent and be baptized because the
Kingdom of heaven was at hand.

e Recognize that human effort, better laws, or external change cannot create the
kind of people who belong in God’s Kingdom.

e Reflect on the new covenant promise that God gives His people new hearts and
writes His law within them.

e Consider baptism as a public declaration of repentance, union with Christin His
death and resurrection, and a commitment to put sin to death.

Connections with the 7 Marks of a Jesus Follower:

e Walk in the Word: Scripture helps us see baptism as part of the larger story of
God’s holiness, the coming Kingdom, the new covenant, and new life in Christ.

¢ Repent and Believe: Baptism is connected to repentance, surrender, and the
humble admission that we need God to make us clean and give us new hearts.

o Keep in Step: The Spirit invites us to give God access to the places in our hearts
still in rebellion against Him.

e Share Your Story: Baptism is a public declaration that we belong to Jesus, have
died to sin, and have been raised to walk in newness of life.




Starter Questions:

¢ What comes to mind when you think about baptism?

e Have you ever learned the background of a Christian practice, and had it become
more meaningful to you?

e Why do you think public moments like child dedication and baptism matter for the
life of the church?

Read Matthew 3:1-2

1 In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, 2
“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

Discussion:

e John connects repentance with the nearness of the Kingdom. What does that tell
us about the kind of response God is inviting?

e The sermon reminded us that baptism is connected to preparing to be in God’s
presence and service. How does that deepen your understanding of baptism?

e What do you think people in John’s day would have heard when he said, “the
kingdom of heaven is at hand”?

e How does repentance prepare us to live as citizens of God’s Kingdom?

Read Micah 4:1-5

1 It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of the
Lord shall be established as the highest of the mountains ... and peoples shall
flow to it, 2 and many nations shall come, and say: “Come, let us go up to the
mountain of the Lord ... that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in
his paths.” ... 3 they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they
learn war anymore; 4 but they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig
tree, and no one shall make them afraid ...

Discussion:

e What picture of God’s Kingdom does Micah give us?

¢ What kind of people would need to live in a world where no one lies, steals,
harms, or makes others afraid?

e Why can laws, leaders, systems, or human effort never fully create the kind of
world the prophets describe?



e Where do you see people today still trying to build peace without transformed
hearts?

e How does this passage increase your longing for God’s Kingdom and your
awareness of your need for grace?

Read Jeremiah 31:31-34 and Ezekiel 36:26-27

Jeremiah 31:33 “l will put my law within them, and | will write it on their hearts.
And | will be their God, and they shall be my people.” ... 34 “For | will forgive their
iniquity, and | will remember their sin no more.”

Ezekiel 36:26-27 “And | will give you a new heart, and a new spirit | will put within
you ... And | will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes ...’

Discussion:

¢ What is different about the new covenant God promises through Jeremiah and
Ezekiel?

e Why is it good news that God does not merely give commands, but promises to
change our hearts?

e The sermon said God offers to change our heart if we let Him. Where do you
need to give God access to your heart?

e How does baptism point to our need for God to make us clean and remake us
from the inside out?

Read Romans 6:1-11

1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 2 By
no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 3 Do you not know that all
of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? 4
We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in
newness of life. 5 For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6 We know that our old self
was crucified with him ... so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin.

Discussion:

e What stands out to you about Paul connecting baptism with the death and
resurrection of Jesus?

e The sermon described baptism as putting the old self and the parts of us in
rebellion against God to death. How does Romans 6 help us understand that?



Why is baptism not just a symbol of being washed, but also a picture of burial
and resurrection?

Where might God be inviting you to stop holding onto sin and give Him access to
reshape your heart?

How does the promise of newness of life encourage you?

Read Galatians 3:27 and Acts 8:36

Galatians 3:27
27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

Acts 8:36
36 And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the
eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?”

Discussion:

What does it mean that those who are baptized into Christ have put on Christ?
Why was baptism such a natural and immediate response for followers of Jesus
in the early church?

The sermon asked, “What prevents you from being baptized?” What are some
things that can hold people back?

How can the church help people take this step with clarity, humility, and joy?

Reflection:

Where are you in this story right now? Are you remembering your baptism,
considering baptism, or hearing the call to repent and believe?

Where do you need God to make you clean, soften your heart, or write His law
more deeply within you?

Is there a part of your life where you are tempted to keep saying, “God, You do
not have access to this”?

How does baptism remind you that following Jesus means daily dying to sin and
walking in newness of life?

Who in your life might need a gentle invitation to consider baptism or a
surrendered relationship with Jesus?




Application:

Remember your baptism. If you have been baptized, spend time this week
thanking God for making you clean and asking Him to help you live what you
declared.

Give God access. Name one area of resistance, sin, fear, or hardness and invite
the Holy Spirit to soften that place in your heart.

Walk in newness of life. Take one practical step that reflects your identity in
Christ and your desire to put sin to death.

Consider baptism. If you have trusted Jesus but have not been baptized, ask
honestly, “What prevents me from being baptized?” and talk with a pastor or
leader.

Thank God that He is holy, gracious, and able to make His people clean.

Ask God to give us hearts of flesh and to write His law within us by His Spirit.
Pray for those being baptized, that they would continue to walk in newness of life.
Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal any place where we are holding onto sin instead of
surrendering to Jesus. Pray that Revive Church would celebrate baptism with joy
and help people live and love like Jesus, right where they are.



