GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE

The Unstoppable Church Wk 4
The Desert Road - 05.31.26

Acts 8:26-40

About this series:

As we continue The Unstoppable Church, Acts reminds us that the mission of Jesus
cannot be stopped by persecution, geography, culture, distance, or fear. What looked
like the church being scattered was actually the Gospel being carried forward. Through
ordinary believers who listen to the Holy Spirit, God leads His people into divine
appointments so that searching people can hear the good news, find belonging in
Jesus, and go on their way rejoicing.

Goals of This Week's Discussion:

e Recognize that God is already at work preparing people to hear the good news of
Jesus.

e Learn to listen to the Holy Spirit and obey even when He leads us to hidden,
inconvenient, or unexpected places.

¢ Understand evangelism as pointing people toward the Jesus who is already
pursuing them.

e Consider who God has placed in our lives and what step of faithful withess or
baptism He may be inviting us to take.

Connections with the 7 Marks of a Jesus Follower:

e Walk in the Word: Scripture helps us see how every story, question, and longing
ultimately points to Jesus.

e Keep in Step: The Holy Spirit leads believers to people, places, and conversations
God has already prepared.

e Share Your Story: Every follower of Jesus can point others to the good news of
Christ with humility, courage, and love.

e Play Your Part: God uses ordinary obedience, simple conversations, hospitality,
and faithful presence to move His mission forward.



Starter Questions:

e Have you ever had an unexpected conversation turn into something more
meaningful than you imagined?

e \Who has helped guide you toward understanding Scripture or seeing Jesus more
clearly?

e What kind of “desert road” feels hidden, inconvenient, or uncomfortable for you
right now?

Read Acts 8:26-27

26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise and go toward the south to the
road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is a desert place. 27 And he
rose and went.

Discussion:

¢ What stands out to you about Philip leaving a fruitful ministry in Samaria for a
desert road?

e Why do you think God sometimes leads His people to places that seem hidden,
inconvenient, or less strategic?

e The sermon reminded us that the Spirit is always speaking. What helps you listen
for His voice?

e Where might God be inviting you to obey before you understand the full reason
why?

Read Acts 8:27-31

27 And there was an Ethiopian, a eunuch, a court official of Candace, queen of
the Ethiopians, who was in charge of all her treasure. He had come to Jerusalem
to worship 28 and was returning, seated in his chariot, and he was reading the
prophet Isaiah. 29 And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this chariot.” 30
So Philip ran to him and heard him reading Isaiah the prophet and asked, “Do you
understand what you are reading?” 31 And he said, “How can |, unless someone
guides me?” And he invited Philip to come up and sit with him.

Discussion:

¢ What do we learn about the Ethiopian from these verses?
e What does his long journey to worship reveal about the hunger God was already
stirring in his heart?



e How does this passage show that Jesus came for people who may feel far away,
different, excluded, or unsure they belong?

e The sermon described evangelism as being a “spiritual tour guide.” What does that
image teach us about sharing Jesus?

e Who around you may already be searching for God, even if they have not said it
out loud?

Read Acts 8:32-35
32 Now the passage of the Scripture that he was reading was this:

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaughter and like a lamb before its shearer is
silent, so he opens not his mouth.

33 In his humiliation justice was denied him. Who can describe his generation?
For his life is taken away from the earth.” 34 And the eunuch said to Philip,
“About whom, | ask you, does the prophet say this, about himself or about
someone else?” 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning with this
Scripture he told him the good news about Jesus.

Discussion:

e Why is it significant that the Ethiopian was reading Isaiah 53 at this exact moment?

e What does Philip’s response teach us about beginning with Scripture and pointing
people to Jesus?

e What are some questions people are asking today that are really invitations to talk
about Jesus?

e What fears keep you from “opening your mouth” and sharing the good news?

e How would you explain the good news of Jesus to someone who is asking, “How
do | know when enough is enough?”

Read John 3:16

16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes
in him should not perish but have eternal life.”

Discussion:

e How does this verse answer the question, “How do you know when you have done
enough?”

e Why is it sometimes hard for people to believe that eternal life is received through
faith in Jesus rather than earned by doing enough?

e How has the simplicity and beauty of the Gospel lifted a burden from your own life?



e Who in your life may need to hear this good news clearly and simply?

Read Acts 8:36-40

36 And as they were going along the road they came to some water, and the
eunuch said, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being baptized?” 38
And he commanded the chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water,
Philip and the eunuch, and he baptized him. 39 And when they came up out of the
water, the Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, and the eunuch saw him no
more, and went on his way rejoicing. 40 But Philip found himself at Azotus, and
as he passed through, he preached the gospel to all the towns until he came to
Caesarea.

Discussion:

e \What stands out to you about the Ethiopian’s eagerness to be baptized?

e The eunuch asked, “What prevents me from being baptized?” What are some
things that often hold people back?

e Why is baptism not the celebration of someone who has it all together, but the
declaration of someone who belongs to Jesus?

e Why does the Ethiopian go on his way rejoicing?

e How does the end of this passage remind us that the mission of Jesus keeps
moving?

Reflection:.

e Where are you in this story right now? Are you searching like the Ethiopian,
listening like Philip, or being invited into a next step of obedience?

¢ Are there barriers you believe stand between you and God, such as feeling too
broken, too far away, too sinful, or too different?

¢ Are you following the Spirit? Is there a conversation, person, place, or step of
obedience He has been putting in front of you?

e Who is your one? Ask God to bring to mind a neighbor, coworker, friend, family
member, or classmate He may already be preparing.

e If you have trusted Jesus but have never been baptized, what is preventing you
from taking that next step?




Application:

e Listen for His voice. Set aside time this week to ask the Holy Spirit where He is
leading and who He may be placing in your path.

¢ Follow the desert road. Take one step of obedience toward a person, place, or
conversation that feels hidden, inconvenient, or uncomfortable.

e Be a spiritual tour guide. Look for where God is already at work in someone’s life
and gently point them toward Jesus.

e Take your next step. If you have trusted Jesus but have not been baptized,
consider attending the upcoming baptism class and asking, “What prevents me?”

Pray:

o Ask the Holy Spirit to give Revive Church ears to hear His voice and courage to
obey where He leads.

Pray for eyes to notice where God is already at work in the people around us.
Ask God to help us share the good news of Jesus with humility, clarity, and love.
Pray for those considering baptism, that fear, uncertainty, or unworthiness would
not keep them from obedience and joy.

Pray that as we live and love like Jesus right where we are, the Gospel would
continue to move forward through ordinary, Spirit-led obedience.



