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About this series: 

As we continue through Acts, we see that the mission of Jesus is carried forward by the Holy Spirit 

through ordinary believers who recognize, join, and support what God is already doing. Acts 11 

shows the church learning to respond when God moves in unexpected ways, when assumptions are 

challenged, when persecution scatters believers, and when grace begins to take root in new people 

and places. The question is not whether the Holy Spirit is working, but whether we will see Him, 

cooperate with Him, and join His mission with faith, courage, generosity, and worship. 

 

Goals of This Week's Discussion: 

• Recognize where God is working, even when His activity stretches our assumptions or 

expectations. 

• Learn from Peter that spiritual maturity means following the Spirit according to the Word 

instead of trying to control God’s activity. 

• See how God uses ordinary, unnamed believers, hardship, and scattering to advance the 

Gospel. 

• Consider what it means to be people like Barnabas, looking for grace, encouraging 

faithfulness, and helping make disciples. 

• Respond to the work of the Holy Spirit with generosity, service, and support for the family and 

mission of God. 

 

Connections with the 7 Marks of a Jesus Follower: 

• Walk in the Word: Acts 11 helps us see that God’s mission to bless the nations through 

Jesus is not a contradiction of His Word, but the fulfillment of it. 

• Keep in Step: The Holy Spirit leads Peter, the church in Jerusalem, Barnabas, Saul, and the 

believers in Antioch to recognize and join what God is doing. 

• Share Your Story: Peter tells the story of what God did so the church can see the bigger 

picture and glorify God. 

• Play Your Part: Unnamed believers preach Jesus, Barnabas encourages the church, Saul 

helps teach, and the disciples support those in need. 

 

Starter Questions: 

• Have you ever realized God was working in a situation only after you looked back on it? 

• When something does not happen the way you expected, do you tend to question it, criticize 

it, or look for God’s activity in it? 

• Who has helped you recognize what God was doing and encouraged you to join Him? 

 



Read Acts 11:1-18 

1 Now the apostles and the brothers who were throughout Judea heard that the Gentiles also 
had received the word of God. 2 So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcision party 
criticized him, saying, 3 “You went to uncircumcised men and ate with them.” 4 But Peter 
began and explained it to them in order: 5 “I was in the city of Joppa praying, and in a trance 
I saw a vision, something like a great sheet descending, being let down from heaven by its 
four corners, and it came down to me. 6 Looking at it closely, I observed animals and beasts 
of prey and reptiles and birds of the air. 7 And I heard a voice saying to me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill 
and eat.’ 8 But I said, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing common or unclean has ever entered 
my mouth.’ 9 But the voice answered a second time from heaven, ‘What God has made clean, 
do not call common.’ 10 This happened three times, and all was drawn up again into heaven. 
11 And behold, at that very moment three men arrived at the house in which we were, sent to 
me from Caesarea. 12 And the Spirit told me to go with them, making no distinction. These 
six brothers also accompanied me, and we entered the man’s house. 13 And he told us how 
he had seen the angel stand in his house and say, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon who is 
called Peter; 14 he will declare to you a message by which you will be saved, you and all 
your household.’ 15 As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them just as on us at the 
beginning. 16 And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he said, ‘John baptized with 
water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17 If then God gave the same gift to them 
as he gave to us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in 
God’s way?” 18 When they heard these things they fell silent. And they glorified God, saying, 
“Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance that leads to life.” 

Discussion: 

• What stands out to you about the concern of the circumcision party when they hear what 

happened with the Gentiles? 

• Peter does not simply defend his decision. He tells the story of what God did. Why is that 

important? 

• Where do you see God working on both sides of the story in Acts 11? 

• Peter asks, “Who was I that I could stand in God’s way?” Where might we be tempted to 

control, question, or resist what God is doing? 

• What does the response in verse 18 teach us about recognizing God’s work and responding 

with worship? 

 

Read Acts 11:19-21 

19 Now those who were scattered because of the persecution that arose over Stephen 
traveled as far as Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except 
Jews. 20 But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who on coming to 
Antioch spoke to the Hellenists also, preaching the Lord Jesus. 21 And the hand of the Lord 
was with them, and a great number who believed turned to the Lord. 

Discussion: 

• How does God use persecution and scattering to advance the mission of Jesus? 

• The sermon said, “Sometimes our scattering becomes God’s sending.” How have you seen 

God work through interruptions, disappointments, or hardship? 

• What encourages you about these unnamed believers preaching the Lord Jesus in Antioch? 

• Why do you think faithfulness matters more than fame in the mission of God? 

• Where might the hand of the Lord already be at work around you?  



Read Acts 11:22-26 

22 The report of this came to the ears of the church in Jerusalem, and they sent Barnabas to 
Antioch. 23 When he came and saw the grace of God, he was glad, and he exhorted them all 
to remain faithful to the Lord with steadfast purpose, 24 for he was a good man, full of the 
Holy Spirit and of faith. And a great many people were added to the Lord. 25 So Barnabas 
went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26 and when he had found him, he brought him to Antioch. 
For a whole year they met with the church and taught a great many people. And in Antioch 
the disciples were first called Christians. 

Discussion: 

• What do you notice about Barnabas when he arrives in Antioch? 

• The sermon said many people would have looked for problems, but Barnabas looked for 

grace. What do you tend to look for when you walk into a room or hear about something 

new? 

• Why is encouragement such an important part of joining what God is doing? 

• What does Barnabas recruiting Saul teach us about helping others play their part in God’s 

mission? 

• Why is it significant that the disciples were first called Christians in Antioch? What does that 

identity say about who they belonged to? 

 

Read Acts 11:27-30 

27 Now in these days prophets came down from Jerusalem to Antioch. 28 And one of them 
named Agabus stood up and foretold by the Spirit that there would be a great famine over all 
the world (this took place in the days of Claudius). 29 So the disciples determined, every one 
according to his ability, to send relief to the brothers living in Judea. 30 And they did so, 
sending it to the elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul. 

Discussion: 

• What stands out to you about the church in Antioch responding to the coming famine? 

• How does this passage show that the Gospel creates one family across cultural and 

geographic lines? 

• The sermon reminded us that the Holy Spirit does not simply move us toward worship, but 

also toward generosity. Why do worship and generosity belong together? 

• What does it look like to support what God is doing through service, generosity, prayer, or 

practical care? 

• Where might God be inviting you to give according to your ability? 

 

Reflection: 

• Where are you in Acts 11 right now? Are you learning to recognize what God is doing, join 

what He is doing, or support what He is doing? 

• What assumptions, preferences, or fears might keep you from seeing the Holy Spirit’s activity 

clearly? 

• Where do you need to pray, “Holy Spirit, what are You showing me?” 

• Are you more likely to be a critic or an encourager when God is working in unexpected ways? 

• Who around you may need encouragement, discipleship, practical support, or a reminder that 

God is at work? 



Application: 

• Recognize His work. Ask the Holy Spirit each day this week, “What are You showing me?” 

Then pay attention to where grace, conviction, opportunity, or need is showing up. 

• Join His mission. Take one step toward what God is already doing, even if it feels 

inconvenient, unexpected, or outside your normal pattern. 

• Look for grace. Like Barnabas, practice noticing evidence of God’s grace before you look for 

problems, preferences, or criticism. 

• Support with generosity. Ask God how you can support His work through prayer, service, 

encouragement, giving, or practical care. 

 

Pray: 

• Ask the Holy Spirit to open our eyes to recognize where He is already working. 

• Pray for the courage to join God’s mission, even when it stretches our assumptions or takes 

us somewhere unexpected. 

• Ask God to make Revive Church a people who celebrate grace, encourage faithfulness, and 

make disciples. 

• Pray that hardship, interruption, or scattering would become sending in the hands of God. 

• Ask God to grow generosity and compassion in us so we can support what He is doing 

through service, giving, prayer, and love. 

• Pray that we would live and love like Jesus, right where we are, as the Spirit carries forward 

the mission of Christ. 


