GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE

The Unstoppable Church Wk 5

We Are Worse Than We Think, But More Loved Than We Could Ever Imagine- 06.07.26

Acts 9:1-31

About this series:

As we continue The Unstoppable Church, Acts reminds us that the mission of Jesus cannot be
stopped by persecution, opposition, fear, or even the violent resistance of people like Saul.
What looked like a threat to the church became another way the Gospel moved forward. In
Acts 9, we see that Jesus is still pursuing the lost, rescuing enemies by grace, surrounding
them with community, and sending ordinary believers to play their part in His unstoppable
mission.

Goals of This Week's Discussion:

See that no one is too far gone for the grace and pursuit of Jesus.

Recognize how the Gospel confronts the reality of our sin and consoles us with the
greater reality of God'’s love.

Consider how God may be inviting us to keep praying for prodigals and people who
seem far from Him.

Reflect on how the grace we have received empowers us to forgive, welcome, and love
others, even when it is costly.

Ask where Jesus may be calling us to cooperate with Him in obedience, mission, and
witness.

Connections with the 7 Marks of a Jesus Follower:

Walk in the Word: Acts 9 helps us see the pursuing grace of Jesus and the
transforming power of the Gospel.

Keep in Step: The Holy Spirit leads Ananias to obey even when obedience is costly,
uncomfortable, and difficult to understand.

Share Your Story: Saul immediately began proclaiming Jesus, and his testimony
became a witness to the power of grace.




Starter Questions:

e Have you ever been surprised by a major change in someone’s life? What made it
stand out to you?

e When you think about someone being “too far gone,” what kinds of people or situations
come to mind?

e Who has God used in your life to welcome you, encourage you, or help you take a step
of faith?

Read Acts 9:1-9

1 But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to
the high priest 2 and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he
found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to
Jerusalem. 3 Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a
light from heaven shone around him. 4 And falling to the ground, he heard a voice
saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” 5 And he said, “Who are you,
Lord?” And he said, “l am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. 6 But rise and enter the
city, and you will be told what you are to do.” 7 The men who were traveling with him
stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. 8 Saul rose from the ground,
and although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the hand and
brought him into Damascus. 9 And for three days he was without sight, and neither ate
nor drank.

Discussion:

e What stands out to you about Saul’s hostility toward followers of Jesus?

e The sermon reminded us that Saul was not searching for Jesus, but Jesus was
searching for him. Why is that such good news?

e What does Jesus’ question, “Why are you persecuting me?” teach us about His
relationship with His church?

e Saul was convinced he was doing the will of God, but he was completely wrong. How
does this warn us about deception, pride, or misplaced zeal?

e What hope does Saul’s conversion give you for people who seem resistant, opposed, or
far from Jesus?

Read Acts 9:10-19

10 Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a
vision, “Ananias.” And he said, “Here | am, Lord.” 11 And the Lord said to him, “Rise
and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus
named Saul, for behold, he is praying, 12 and he has seen in a vision a man named
Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.” 13 But
Ananias answered, “Lord, | have heard from many about this man, how much evil he



has done to your saints at Jerusalem. 14 And here he has authority from the chief
priests to bind all who call on your name.” 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a
chosen instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles and kings and the
children of Israel. 16 For | will show him how much he must suffer for the sake of my
name.” 17 So Ananias departed and entered the house. And laying his hands on him he
said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road by which you
came has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit.”
18 And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and he regained his sight.
Then he rose and was baptized; 19 and taking food, he was strengthened. For some
days he was with the disciples at Damascus.

Discussion:

e What do you notice about Ananias’ response to God'’s clear instruction?

e Why would it have been costly or frightening for Ananias to go to Saul?

¢ Ananias calls him “Brother Saul.” What does that reveal about the power of the Gospel
to create a new family?

e Where might God be asking you to obey even though you feel hesitant, afraid, or
unsure?

e The sermon said we can only love and extend grace because He first loved us. How
have you experienced that in your own life?

Read Acts 9:20-31

20 And immediately he proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of
God.” 21 And all who heard him were amazed and said, “Is not this the man who made
havoc in Jerusalem of those who called upon this name? And has he not come here for
this purpose, to bring them bound before the chief priests?” 22 But Saul increased all
the more in strength, and confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that
Jesus was the Christ. 23 When many days had passed, the Jews plotted to kill him, 24
but their plot became known to Saul. They were watching the gates day and night in
order to kill him, 25 but his disciples took him by night and let him down through an
opening in the wall, lowering him in a basket. 26 And when he had come to Jerusalem,
he attempted to join the disciples. And they were all afraid of him, for they did not
believe that he was a disciple. 27 But Barnabas took him and brought him to the
apostles and declared to them how on the road he had seen the Lord, who spoke to
him, and how at Damascus he had preached boldly in the name of Jesus. 28 So he went
in and out among them at Jerusalem, preaching boldly in the name of the Lord. 29 And
he spoke and disputed against the Hellenists. But they were seeking to kill him. 30 And
when the brothers learned this, they brought him down to Caesarea and sent him off to
Tarsus. 31 So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and
was being built up. And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy
Spirit, it multiplied.



Discussion:

What is significant about Saul immediately proclaiming that Jesus is the Son of God?
Why do you think Barnabas’ role was so important in Saul’s story?

Who has been a Barnabas in your life, and who might need you to be a Barnabas for
them?

How does Acts 9:31 encourage us to think about the church being built up and
multiplied through both the fear of the Lord and the comfort of the Holy Spirit?

Reflection:

Where are you in this story right now? Are you resisting like Saul, praying like Saul,
obeying like Ananias, or encouraging like Barnabas?

Who is the prodigal or lost person God is inviting you to keep bringing before Him in
prayer?

Where do you need the Gospel to confront you with the reality of your sin and console
you with the greater reality of God’s grace?

Is there someone God is inviting you to forgive, welcome, or call “brother” or “sister”
because of the grace you have received?

What is one step of cooperation with Jesus that you already know He is asking you to
take?

Application:

Keep praying. Choose one person who seems far from Jesus and pray for them every
day this week. Do not give up hope.

Sit at the intersection of sin and grace. Spend time this week confessing honestly to
God and receiving the love of Christ that is greater than your sin.

Take one step of obedience. Like Ananias, respond to what God is asking, even if the
step feels uncomfortable or costly.

Encourage someone forward. Like Barnabas, help someone take their place in the
family and mission of God.

Ask Jesus to renew our hope that no one is too far gone for His grace.

Pray for prodigals, loved ones, neighbors, coworkers, and enemies who need to
encounter the pursuing love of Christ.

Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal any place where we are resisting His voice or refusing to
obey.

Pray for the grace to forgive as we have been forgiven and to welcome others as Christ
has welcomed us.

Pray that Revive Church would live and love like Jesus, right where we are, as the
Gospel continues to move forward.



