GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE

The Unstoppable Church Wk 3
The Gospel to Everyone and Everywhere —
05.24.26

Acts 8:1-25

About this series:

As we continue The Unstoppable Church, Acts reminds us that the Gospel cannot be stopped
by persecution, opposition, distance, or division. What looked like the church being pushed back
was actually the Gospel being pushed forward. Through ordinary believers filled with the Holy
Spirit, Jesus sends His people beyond familiar places and comfortable boundaries so that
everyone, everywhere, might hear the good news and experience the joy of His Kingdom.

Goals of This Week's Discussion:

e Recognize that God can use what the enemy means for evil to move the Gospel forward.

¢ Understand that the mission belongs to every believer, not only pastors, leaders, or
people on stage.

e Consider where God may be calling us to carry the Gospel across boundaries,
discomfort, or fear.

e Examine the difference between external religion, spiritual curiosity, and true surrender to
Jesus as Lord.

Connections with the 7 Marks of a Jesus Follower:

e Walk in the Word: Acts shows us how God fulfills His mission through His people, even
when circumstances feel scattered or uncertain.

e Keep in Step: The Holy Spirit empowers ordinary believers to witness, discern truth,
resist counterfeit spirituality, and live surrendered to Jesus.

e Live Free: The Gospel frees us from spiritual performance, false power, and trying to use
God for selfish gain.

e Play Your Part: Every follower of Jesus is a sent person, called to live and love like
Jesus right where they are.

Starter Questions:

e When have you seen God bring something good out of something difficult or painful?
e What places or relationships in your life feel like your current mission field?
¢ Why do you think many Christians struggle to see themselves as sent people?




Read Acts 8:1-4

1 And Saul approved of his execution. And there arose on that day a great persecution
against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of
Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 2 Devout men buried Stephen and made great
lamentation over him. 3 But Saul was ravaging the church, and entering house after
house, he dragged off men and women and committed them to prison. 4 Now those who
were scattered went about preaching the word.

Discussion:

e What do you notice about the relationship between persecution and the spread of the
Gospel in this passage?

e How does this passage show that God can use what the enemy means for evil to move
His mission forward?

e Why is it significant that the scattered believers went about preaching the word?

e Where might God be using disruption, disappointment, or difficulty to open new doors for
witness?

Read Acts 8:5-8

5 Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed to them the Christ. 6 And the
crowds with one accord paid attention to what was being said by Philip, when they heard
him and saw the signs that he did. 7 For unclean spirits, crying out with a loud voice,
came out of many who had them, and many who were paralyzed or lame were healed. 8
So there was much joy in that city.

Discussion:

e Why is Samaria such a significant place for the Gospel to go?

e The sermon asked, “Who is your Samaria?” Who are the people you naturally avoid,
dismiss, or assume are unlikely to receive Jesus?

e What does this passage teach us about the power of the name of Jesus to bring freedom,
healing, and joy?

¢ How might God be inviting you to carry the Gospel beyond what feels familiar or
comfortable?

Read Acts 8:9-13

9 But there was a man named Simon, who had previously practiced magic in the city and
amazed the people of Samaria, saying that he himself was somebody great. 10 They all
paid attention to him, from the least to the greatest, saying, “This man is the power of
God that is called Great.” 11 And they paid attention to him because for a long time he
had amazed them with his magic. 12 But when they believed Philip as he preached good
news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both
men and women. 13 Even Simon himself believed, and after being baptized he continued
with Philip. And seeing signs and great miracles performed, he was amazed.



Discussion:

e What do we learn about Simon and the spiritual environment in Samaria?

e Why are people often drawn to spiritual power, signs, or experiences without wanting to
surrender to Jesus?

e The sermon described syncretism as “smoothie spirituality.” Where do you see people
trying to blend Jesus with other spiritual practices, preferences, or sources of power?

e What is the difference between being amazed by the things of God and being
surrendered to God Himself?

Read Deuteronomy 18:10-12

10 There shall not be found among you anyone who burns his son or his daughter as an
offering, anyone who practices divination or tells fortunes or interprets omens, or a
sorcerer 11 or a charmer or a medium or a necromancer or one who inquires of the dead,
12 for whoever does these things is an abomination to the Lord. And because of these
abominations the Lord your God is driving them out before you.

Discussion:

e Why does God take false spirituality and spiritual counterfeits so seriously?

e How does this passage confront the idea that all spiritual practices can simply be added
to faith in Jesus?

e The sermon said, “Jesus is not one ingredient we add to our spiritual blender. Jesus is
Lord.” What would it look like for Jesus to be Lord over every part of your life?

e Are there any influences, practices, habits, or desires that you need to remove from the
blender?

Read Acts 8:14-17

14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of
God, they sent to them Peter and John, 15 who came down and prayed for them that they
might receive the Holy Spirit, 16 for he had not yet fallen on any of them, but they had
only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 17 Then they laid their hands on them
and they received the Holy Spirit.

Discussion:

¢ Why would it have mattered for Peter and John to come from Jerusalem and affirm what
God was doing in Samaria?

e How does this moment show that the church is one people, united under one Lord,
across old divisions and hostilities?

e Why is it important to read Acts as describing the once-in-history launch of the church
instead of turning every event into a formula?

e How does the Holy Spirit unite believers who might otherwise remain divided by
background, culture, history, or preference?




Read Ephesians 1:13-14

13 In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and
believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee of our
inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.

Discussion:

e What does this passage teach us about what happens when someone hears the Gospel
and believes in Jesus?

e Why is it encouraging to know that the Holy Spirit seals every believer in Christ?

¢ How does this help clarify the relationship between water baptism, the Holy Spirit, and
union with Jesus?

e Do you know how the Holy Spirit has uniquely gifted you to play your part in the Body of
Christ?

Read Acts 8:18-25

18 Now when Simon saw that the Spirit was given through the laying on of the apostles'
hands, he offered them money, 19 saying, “Give me this power also, so that anyone on
whom | lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” 20 But Peter said to him, “May your
silver perish with you, because you thought you could obtain the gift of God with money!
21 You have neither part nor lot in this matter, for your heart is not right before God. 22
Repent, therefore, of this wickedness of yours, and pray to the Lord that, if possible, the
intent of your heart may be forgiven you. 23 For | see that you are in the gall of bitterness
and in the bond of iniquity.” 24 And Simon answered, “Pray for me to the Lord, that
nothing of what you have said may come upon me.” 25 Now when they had testified and
spoken the word of the Lord, they returned to Jerusalem, preaching the gospel to many
villages of the Samaritans.

Discussion:

e What does Simon's request reveal about the condition of his heart?

e Why is it possible to be near the things of God, impressed by the power of God, and still
not truly surrendered to God?

e Peter tells Simon that his heart is not right before God. What makes this rebuke both
severe and merciful?

e Where are you most tempted to want the gifts of God, the benefits of God, or the
appearance of godliness without surrendering fully to God?

Read James 2:19
19 You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe--and shudder!
Discussion:

o What is the difference between intellectual belief and saving faith?

e How does Simon's story warn us against confusing external religion with true conversion?

e The sermon reminded us that true conversion will always result in life change. Where
have you seen Jesus change your desires, obedience, or direction?

¢ What would repentance and surrender look like for you this week?



Reflection:

The sermon reminded us that the Gospel is carried by everyone, to everywhere, through
the power and free gift of the Holy Spirit.

Do you see yourself as a missionary, sent by Jesus and empowered by the Holy Spirit
right where you are?

Who is your Samaria, and what would it look like to move toward them with the love and
truth of Jesus?

Are there places where you have treated Jesus as an addition to your life rather than
Lord over your life?

Are you close to the things of God, or are you truly surrendered to Jesus?

Application:

Live sent. Identify one place where you live, work, study, or play, and pray for one
specific opportunity to speak or show the Gospel there this week.

Cross a boundary. Move toward someone you would normally avoid, dismiss, or
assume is not interested in Jesus.

Reject counterfeits. Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal any spiritual influences, habits, or
desires that compete with the Lordship of Jesus.

Surrender fully. Confess any place where you want the gifts of God without the rule of
God and ask Jesus to have full access to your heart.

Thank Jesus that His Gospel cannot be stopped by persecution, opposition, distance, or
division.

Ask the Holy Spirit to fill Revive Church with courage to carry the Gospel to everyone and
everywhere.

Pray for eyes to see the mission fields where God has already placed us.

Ask God to expose counterfeit spirituality, external religion, and divided hearts with mercy
and truth.

Pray that we would live and love like Jesus right where we are, so that our city would
experience the joy of His Kingdom.




