GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE

The Unstoppable Church Wk 2
The Weight of Glory — 05.17.26

Acts 6:8-7:60

About this series:

As we continue The Unstoppable Church, Acts reminds us that the church advances not
because suffering is absent, but because Jesus is risen, reigning, and present with His people
through the Holy Spirit. In Stephen, we see an ordinary servant filled with extraordinary courage.
False accusations rise, hostility intensifies, and stones begin to fly, yet Stephen fixes his eyes
on Jesus and bears witness to the eternal weight of glory. This series invites us to be filled with
the Spirit, faithful in suffering, and ready to live and love like Jesus right where we are.

Goals of This Week’s Discussion:

Recognize that Spirit-filled courage is not produced by human strength, but by the
presence and power of God.

Understand how the law and the temple point us to Jesus, the Righteous One who
makes sinners righteous.

Consider how followers of Jesus can suffer with eternal perspective instead of temporary
fear.

Ask whether our lives are marked by humility, witness, forgiveness, and love for Jesus
above all else.

Connections with the 7 Marks of a Jesus Follower:

Walk in the Word: God’s Word teaches us how to understand suffering, righteousness,
eternity, and the hope of the Gospel.

Keep in Step: The Holy Spirit fills believers with wisdom, courage, humility, and
perseverance when faith is costly.

Live Free: The Gospel frees us from self-righteous religion by giving us the
righteousness of Jesus Christ.

Play Your Part: Ordinary believers are called to be faithful witnesses wherever God has
placed them, even when obedience is difficult.

Starter Questions:

Who is someone whose courage in suffering has deeply impacted you?

Why do you think Christians in the Western world often struggle to talk honestly about
suffering and death?

When life becomes painful, where are you most tempted to fix your eyes?



Read Acts 6:8-15

8 And Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and signs among the
people. 9 Then some of those who belonged to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was
called), and of the Cyrenians, and of the Alexandrians, and of those from Cilicia and Asia,
rose up and disputed with Stephen. 10 But they could not withstand the wisdom and the
Spirit with which he was speaking. 11 Then they secretly instigated men who said, “We
have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses and God.” 12 And they stirred
up the people and the elders and the scribes, and they came upon him and seized him
and brought him before the council, 13 and they set up false witnesses who said, “This
man never ceases to speak words against this holy place and the law, 14 for we have
heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will destroy this place and will change the
customs that Moses delivered to us.” 15 And gazing at him, all who sat in the council saw
that his face was like the face of an angel.

Discussion:

e What do you notice about Stephen before the accusations begin?

e Why is it significant that Stephen is described as full of grace, power, wisdom, and the
Spirit?

e How does Stephen’s response challenge the way we tend to respond when we are
misunderstood or falsely accused?

e The sermon connected Stephen’s face to someone who was reflecting the glory of God.
What might it look like for us to reflect the presence of God in difficult circumstances?

Read Acts 7:51-53

51 “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy
Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. 52 Which of the prophets did your fathers not
persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the
Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, 53 you who received the
law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.”

Discussion:

e What is Stephen exposing about the hearts of his accusers?

e Why is it possible to have religious activity on the outside while still resisting the Holy
Spirit on the inside?

e The sermon reminded us that the law is not the problem. Our inability to keep it is the
problem. How does that deepen your understanding of your need for Jesus?

e Where do you see the temptation toward self-righteous religion in your own heart?

Read 2 Corinthians 5:21

21 For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become
the righteousness of God.

Discussion:

e What does this verse teach us about what Jesus has done for us?

e How does calling Jesus the Righteous One help us understand the Gospel more clearly?

e What difference would it make this week to really believe that, in Christ, you have been
made the righteousness of God?

e How does the Gospel produce humility instead of hostility?



Read Acts 7:54-60

54 Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at
him. 55 But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and
Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 And he said, “Behold, | see the heavens
opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” 57 But they cried out
with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together at him. 58 Then they cast
him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the
feet of a young man named Saul. 59 And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out,
“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice,
“Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep.

Discussion:

e What stands out to you about Stephen’s vision of Jesus standing at the right hand of
God?

e How does the picture of Jesus advocating for Stephen strengthen your confidence in
suffering?

e What do Stephen’s final words reveal about the kind of heart the Holy Spirit forms in a
follower of Jesus?

e Why is forgiveness often one of the clearest signs that someone is living with eternity in
mind?

Read Romans 8:18

18 For | consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the
glory that is to be revealed to us.

Discussion:

e How does Romans 8:18 help us interpret Stephen’s suffering and death?

e What does it mean to “do the math” between present suffering and future glory?

e Where do you need God to give you eternal perspective right now?

e How can we be honest about pain without losing sight of the glory that is coming?

Read Acts 8:1
1 And Saul approved of his execution. And there arose on that day a great persecution

against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of
Judea and Samaria, except the apostles.

Discussion:

e How did Stephen’s death become a turning point in the spread of the Gospel?

e Why is it important to remember that God can use even suffering and persecution to
advance His Kingdom?

e Where have you seen God bring fruit from something painful or costly?



Reflection:

The sermon reminded us that Stephen was an ordinary man filled with the Holy Spirit,
and the Spirit gave him courage to witness, suffer, forgive, and fix his eyes on Jesus.

Are you currently trying to endure something by your own strength instead of by the filling
and control of the Holy Spirit?

When you are confronted with your need for Jesus, do you tend to respond with humility
or hostility?

What temporary fear, comfort, approval, or kingdom competes with your love for Jesus?
How might God be inviting you to live this week with the eternal weight of glory in mind?

Application:

Be filled. Begin each day by inviting the Holy Spirit to have full access and full control of
your life.

Fix your eyes. Name one area of suffering, fear, or pressure, and intentionally bring
Romans 8:18 to mind as you pray.

Bear witness. Look for one opportunity this week to speak of Jesus with humility,
courage, and love.

Forgive freely. Ask God to form in you the kind of heart that can pray for those who hurt
or misunderstand you.

Thank Jesus, the Righteous One, for fulfilling the law and making us righteous through
His death and resurrection.

Ask the Holy Spirit to fill Revive Church with courage, wisdom, humility, and love.

Pray for believers around the world who are suffering or persecuted for their faith in
Jesus.

Ask God to help us fix our eyes on the eternal weight of glory instead of the temporary
pressures of this life.

Pray that our witness would be faithful and that the Gospel would continue to spread to
our city, our nation, and the ends of the earth.



