
GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE 
12.14.25 
Presence in the Temple 

 

About This Series 

As we journey through Advent, we are tracing the storyline of Scripture — the relentless, 

relational presence of God. From Eden to the Temple, from sacrifice to Savior, the Bible 

tells one unified story: God desires to be with His people. This week, we explore how 

the temple reveals God’s heart to dwell with humanity and how that story ultimately 

finds its fulfillment in Jesus Christ and through the Holy Spirit living within us. 

 

Goals of This Week’s Discussion / Study 

• To understand the biblical meaning of the temple as a shared space where God 

dwells with His people. 

• To trace the temple theme from Eden to Israel, from Christ to the Church. 

• To see how Jesus fulfills and transforms the temple once and for all. 

• To recognize our identity as temples of the Holy Spirit. 

• To respond by honoring God’s presence in our lives and community. 

 

Connections with the 7 Marks of a Jesus Follower 

Stand in Awe: Marvel at a God who relentlessly pursues closeness with His people — 

from Eden to incarnation. 

Keep in Step: Consider how honoring God’s presence shapes obedience, holiness, 

and daily decisions. 

Share Your Story: Reflect on how carrying God’s presence impacts how you live, love, 

and serve right where you are. 

 

Suggested Starter Questions 

• When you hear the word temple, what comes to mind? 

• Why do you think God is so intentional about where and how He dwells with His 

people? 

• What does it stir in you to know that God desires to be near? 

 

 



Discussion 

Read Genesis 1:26–31; Genesis 3:8 

26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that 

they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock 

and all the wild animals,[a] and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” 
27 So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created 

them; male and female he created them. 28 God blessed them and said to 

them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule 

over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that 

moves on the ground.” 29 Then God said, “I give you every seed-bearing plant on 

the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will 

be yours for food. 30 And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds in the sky 

and all the creatures that move along the ground—everything that has the breath 

of life in it—I give every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw all that he 

had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was 

morning—the sixth day. 

8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was 

walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God 

among the trees of the garden. 

• How does viewing the Garden as a “temple” reshape how you read the creation 

story? 

• What do you notice about God’s nearness and relational intent with Adam and 

Eve? 

• How does sin disrupt shared space with God? 

 

Read Exodus 40:34–38 

34 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the 

tabernacle. 35 Moses could not enter the tent of meeting because the cloud had 

settled on it, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 36 In all the travels of 

the Israelites, whenever the cloud lifted from above the tabernacle, they would set 

out; 37 but if the cloud did not lift, they did not set out—until the day it lifted. 38 So 

the cloud of the Lord was over the tabernacle by day, and fire was in the cloud by 

night, in the sight of all the Israelites during all their travels. 

 

• Why do you think God chose to dwell among His people in such a tangible way? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%201%3A26%E2%80%9331&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26a


• What did the tabernacle communicate about God’s holiness and accessibility? 

• How did obedience and sacrifice protect the shared space between God and His 

people? 

 

Read 2 Chronicles 7:1–3 

When Solomon finished praying, fire came down from heaven and consumed the 

burnt offering and the sacrifices, and the glory of the Lord filled the temple. 2 The 

priests could not enter the temple of the Lord because the glory of the Lord filled 

it. 3 When all the Israelites saw the fire coming down and the glory of 

the Lord above the temple, they knelt on the pavement with their faces to the 

ground, and they worshiped and gave thanks to the Lord, saying, “He is good; his 

love endures forever.” 

• What stands out to you about God’s response to Solomon’s prayer? 

• Why is it tempting to focus on religious structures instead of God Himself? 

• In what ways can routine religion replace relational worship today? 

 

Read Ezekiel 11:16 

16 “Therefore say: ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: Although I sent them far 

away among the nations and scattered them among the countries, yet for a little 

while I have been a sanctuary for them in the countries where they have gone.’ 

• How does this passage challenge the idea that God is limited to a place? 

• Where have you experienced God’s presence outside of “sacred” spaces? 

• What does this teach us about God’s faithfulness? 

 

Read John 1:1–14; Colossians 2:9 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; 

without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life 

was the light of all mankind. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 

has not overcome it. 6 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. 7 

He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all 

might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the 

light. 9 The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 

He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did 



not recognize him. 11 He came to that which was his own, but his own did not 

receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, 

he gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born not of natural 

descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 14 The Word 

became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory 

of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

9 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 

• What does it mean that “the Word became flesh and dwelt among us”? 

• How does Jesus redefine where and how we experience God’s presence? 

• Why is Jesus the perfect and final temple? 

 

Read Hebrews 7:22–25 

22 Because of this oath, Jesus has become the guarantor of a better covenant. 
23 Now there have been many of those priests, since death prevented them from 

continuing in office; 24 but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent 

priesthood. 25 Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to 

God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them. 

• How does Jesus’ once-for-all sacrifice change our relationship with God? 

• What does it mean to draw near to God through Jesus? 

• How does grace invite both confidence and reverence? 

 

Read 1 Corinthians 6:19–20 

19 Do you not know that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, 

whom you have received from God? You are not your own; 20 you were bought at 

a price. Therefore, honor God with your bodies.  

• What emotions or thoughts surface when you hear that your body is God’s 

temple? 

• How does this truth challenge how we view our choices, habits, and priorities? 

• What does it look like to honor God’s presence in everyday life? 

 

 

 

 



Read 1 Peter 2:4–5 

4 As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by 

God and precious to him— 5 you also, like living stones, are being built into a 

spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to 

God through Jesus Christ. 

• Why is it important to remember that we are both individual and corporate 

temples? 

• How does community help us honor God’s presence more faithfully? 

• What role do you play in building up the spiritual house God is forming? 

 

Personal Reflection 

• Where have you treated God’s presence casually instead of reverently? 

• What area of your life needs to be re-centered around honoring the Holy Spirit 

• How might God be inviting you to carry His presence more intentionally this 

week? 

 

Application 

• Practice awareness of God’s presence each day this week. 

• Invite the Holy Spirit to examine areas of compromise or distraction. 

• Choose one habit or attitude that better honors God’s dwelling in you. 

• Encourage someone else by reminding them that God is near. 

 

Pray Together 

• Thank God for His desire to dwell with His people. 

• Confess areas where you have grieved or ignored the Holy Spirit. 

• Ask God to help you honor Him with your body, thoughts, and actions. 

• Pray that your group would be a living temple that reflects God’s presence to the 

world. 

 


