GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE
The Three Circles — God’s Design, Brokenness, & The Gospel
11.16.25

About This Week’s Conversation

This week we are walking through The Three Circles, a simple but powerful visual tool
that helps us understand God’s story, humanity’s problem, and Christ’s solution. The
Three Circles (God’s Design — Brokenness — Gospel — Recover & Pursue) show us
not only why we need Jesus, but also how to respond and what life looks like after
salvation.

From the beginning, God created everything with purpose, wholeness, and order —
nothing was accidental. But sin fractured God’s intended design, creating brokenness,
separation, pain, and confusion. In our broken condition, we try to fix ourselves, but only
the Gospel — the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ — restores us back to
His good and perfect design.

Goals of This Discussion

» Understand the biblical arc of Design — Brokenness — Redemption
* Realize that salvation requires repentance and belief, not self-effort

* Identify personal “escape methods” and surrender them to Jesus

« Embrace that following Jesus leads to purpose, identity, and mission

Connections with the 7 Marks of a Jesus Follower:
Stand in Awe - We were created for identity, intimacy, and purpose.
Share Your Story - Jesus rescues, restores, forgives, and renews.

Play Your Part - We grow daily as disciples.



The Three Circles — God’s Design

SIN

ROMANS 3:23
ROMANS 3:10

EPHESIANS 1:13
2 CORINTHIANS 5:17
JOHN 1:12
1JOHN5:13

God’s Design — We were created with value, identity, intimacy, purpose
* Genesis 1:26-27, Genesis 1:31

Brokenness — Sin separates us from God and distorts every part of life
* Romans 3:23, Romans 6:23, Psalm 51:1—4

The Gospel — Jesus rescues, restores, forgives, and makes new
* John 3:16, Romans 10:13, Romans 5:8, Ephesians 2:8

Recover & Pursue — Salvation leads to transformation, not stagnation
* Ephesians 1:13, 2 Corinthians 5:17, 1 John 5:13, John 1:12

Starter Questions

* When you look at the world today, where do you see the effects of brokenness most
clearly?

* What do people commonly use to escape brokenness?

» Was there a moment when you personally became aware of your own brokenness?



Discussion:
GOD’S DESIGN
Read Genesis 1:26-31

26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that
they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock
and all the wild animals, 2! and over all the creatures that move along the
ground.”?” So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he
created them; male and female he created them.?2 God blessed them and said to
them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule

over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky and over every living creature that
moves on the ground.” 2 Then God said, “l give you every seed-bearing plant on
the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed in it. They will
be yours for food. 3° And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds in the sky
and all the creatures that move along the ground—everything that has the breath
of life in it—I give every green plant for food.” And it was so.3' God saw all that he
had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there was
morning—the sixth day.

e What words describe God’s original intentions for humanity?
¢ How does understanding God’s design change your view of your identity,
purpose, and value?

Key Insight:
God did not create us to live aimlessly, anxiously, or independently — we were
designed for relationship with Him, one another, and His purposes.

BROKENNESS
Read Romans 3:23 & Psalm 51:1-4
Zfor all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,

1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to your
great compassion blot out my transgressions. 2Wash away all my iniquity and
cleanse me from my sin. ®For | know my transgressions, and my sin is always
before me. 4 Against you, you only, have | sinned and done what is evil in your
sight; so you are right in your verdict and justified when you judge.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%201%3A26%E2%80%9331&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26a

e How does sin create brokenness both spiritually and practically?

e What are common “escape paths” people use (success, relationships,
substances, image control, comfort, religion)?

¢ Why can’t we fix our brokenness on our own?

Key Insight:
Trying to fix brokenness without Jesus creates deeper brokenness.
We don’t need self-improvement — we need salvation.

THE GOSPEL
Read John 3:16 & Ephesians 2:8-9

8 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever
believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.

8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God— ° not by works, so that no one can boast.

e What makes the Gospel different from self-help or moral improvement?
e Why is repentance AND belief necessary — not just belief alone?

Key Insight:
The Gospel is not good advice — it is good news.
Jesus does not make bad people better — He makes dead people alive.

RECOVER & PURSUE
Read 2 Corinthians 5:17 & John 1:12

7 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:[2 The old has
gone, the new is here!

12¥Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the
right to become children of God

e What does new life in Christ practically look like?
e What does it mean to pursue God'’s design every day?
e Which next step do you sense God inviting you toward?

Key Insight:
Salvation is not the finish line — it is the starting line of transformation,
discipleship, and purpose.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2%20Corinthians%205%3A17%20&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28895a

Application & Response

e Where do you still feel the effects of brokenness?
e What “escape method” do you most need to surrender to Jesus?
e Who in your life needs to see or hear the Three Circles this week?

Practical Challenge

v Share the Three Circles with at least one person this week
v Pray daily: “God, help me live in Your design today.”
v Practice repentance and renewing belief whenever brokenness surfaces

Group Prayer Focus

e Thank God for His perfect design.

¢ Repent openly and honestly where needed.

e Ask the Holy Spirit to empower gospel witness.
e Pray for those still living in brokenness.



