GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE

Luke 22:24-62
Pride, Betrayal, and the Faithfulness of Christ

About This Week’s Message

In Luke 22 we find Jesus in His final moments before the cross—surrounded by His
closest friends who are distracted, divided, and afraid. A dispute breaks out over
greatness, a disciple swings a sword, another betrays Him with a kiss, and Peter denies
even knowing Him. Yet through it all, Jesus remains steadfast and faithful.

Grayson reminded us that pride blinds us, betrayal breaks us, but Christ’s faithfulness
restores us. Jesus models the “upside-down kingdom,” where true authority looks like
humble service, and strength is shown in surrender. Even when His followers fail Him,
He keeps interceding, encouraging, and inviting them back to truth.

Goals of This Week’s Discussion
o Understand the contrast between worldly pride and Christlike humility.

o Recognize the reality of human failure and the greater reality of Jesus’
faithfulness.

e Learn how to “arm yourself with truth” when shame and condemnation attack.

« Embrace the freedom of an identity rooted in who Christ says you are—not in
your worst moments.

Connections with the 7 Marks of a Jesus Follower

Walk in the Word — Let Scripture reshape your view of authority and leadership.
Pray Without Ceasing — Bring your weakness to Jesus; He already intercedes for you.
Live Free — Reject shame and stand firm in the truth of your identity in Christ.



Starter Questions
« When have you seen pride quietly creep into your life or leadership?

« Why do you think the disciples struggled to remember they were in Jesus’
presence?

e Have you ever felt defined by failure? What helped you move toward restoration?

Read Luke 22:24-30 — Who Is the Greatest?

24 A dispute also arose among them, as to which of them was to be regarded as
the greatest. 25 And he said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles exercise lordship
over them, and those in authority over them are called benefactors. 26 But not so
with you. Rather, let the greatest among you become as the youngest, and the
leader as one who serves. 2’ For who is the greater, one who reclines at table or
one who serves? Is it not the one who reclines at table? But | am among you as
the one who serves.

28 “You are those who have stayed with me in my trials, 2 and | assign to you, as
my Father assigned to me, a kingdom, 3° that you may eat and drink at my table in
my kingdom and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

Discussion:
« What does Jesus teach about authority in His kingdom?
e How does His model of leadership challenge our normal ideas of greatness?
e Why do you think Jesus responds with grace instead of rebuke?

Key Insight:
The greatest in God’s kingdom are not those who climb the ladder but those who hold it
for others.

Read Luke 22:31-34 — Jesus Foretells Peter's Denial

31“Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you,2 that he might sift you
like wheat, 32 but | have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you
have turned again, strengthen your brothers.” 33 Peter® said to him, “Lord, | am
ready to go with you both to prison and to death.” 3¢ Jesusl] said, “I tell you,
Peter, the rooster will not crow this day, until you deny three times that you know
me.”


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2022%3A31%E2%80%9334%20%20&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25886a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2022%3A31%E2%80%9334%20%20&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25888b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2022%3A31%E2%80%9334%20%20&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25889c

Discussion:
« What does Jesus’ prayer reveal about His heart toward Peter?
e How does this moment illustrate both failure and future purpose?

« Where do you sense Jesus inviting you to “get back up and strengthen your
brothers™?

Key Insight:
Your greatest failure doesn’t cancel your calling; it can become the very place Jesus
restores your faith.

Read Luke 22:47-62 — Betrayal and Arrest of Jesus

47 While he was still speaking, there came a crowd, and the man called Judas, one
of the twelve, was leading them. He drew near to Jesus to kiss him, 8 but Jesus
said to him, “Judas, would you betray the Son of Man with a kiss?” 4° And when
those who were around him saw what would follow, they said, “Lord, shall we
strike with the sword?” 5° And one of them struck the servantl@! of the high priest
and cut off his right ear. 5' But Jesus said, “No more of this!” And he touched his
ear and healed him. 3 Then Jesus said to the chief priests and officers of the
temple and elders, who had come out against him, “Have you come out as
against a robber, with swords and clubs? % When | was with you day after day in
the temple, you did not lay hands on me. But this is your hour, and the power of
darkness.”

Peter Denies Jesus

54 Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest's
house, and Peter was following at a distance. 5° And when they had kindled a fire
in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat down among
them. 3¢ Then a servant girl, seeing him as he sat in the light and looking closely
at him, said, “This man also was with him.” 5" But he denied it, saying, “Woman, |
do not know him.” 58 And a little later someone else saw him and said, “You also
are one of them.” But Peter said, “Man, | am not.” 59 And after an interval of about
an hour still another insisted, saying, “Certainly this man also was with him, for
he too is a Galilean.” 5 But Peter said, “Man, | do not know what you are talking
about.” And immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster crowed. ¢! And
the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the saying of the
Lord, how he had said to him, “Before the rooster crows today, you will deny me
three times.” 62 And he went out and wept bitterly.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2022%3A47%E2%80%9362&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25905a

Discussion:
« What emotions do you imagine Peter felt when Jesus looked at him?
o How does Jesus respond differently than we might expect?

« Why is it significant that Jesus’ faithfulness continues even in the face of
betrayal?

Key Insight:
Christ’'s compassion outlasts our compromise. His look is not condemnation—it’s love
calling us home.

Applying the Text
« What “swords” do you tend to reach for when life feels out of control?
e How can you practically “arm yourself with truth” this week?

« In what ways might Jesus be inviting you to exchange pride for humble service?

Practical Challenge

Arm Yourself with Truth: Write down 3 statements of who God says you are (from
Scripture) and read them aloud each day.

Pray Through Failure: Turn a moment of regret into a moment of repentance—then
thank Jesus for His faithfulness.

Serve in Secret: Do one humble act of service this week that no one else sees but
Jesus.

Pray Together
e Thank Jesus for praying for you—just as He prayed for Peter.
o Confess any pride, self-reliance, or shame you’ve been carrying.

« Ask the Holy Spirit to fill you with courage, humility, and confidence in your God-
given identity.



Gospel Connection

While humanity chose pride and betrayal, Christ chose faithfulness.

At the cross, He bore our denial and covered our shame, so that failure would never
have the final word.

In Him, we are armed with truth, restored by grace, and strengthened to live as
presence-centered people—faithful because He is.



