GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE
Luke 21:1-38

Living with the End in Mind

About This Week’s Message

In this passage, Jesus lifts our eyes to two horizons—the near and the far. Standing
with His disciples outside the temple, He foretells both the coming destruction of
Jerusalem and His ultimate return in glory. The “near horizon” would unfold within a
generation as Rome leveled the temple in AD 70; the “far horizon” still awaits the day
when the Son of Man comes with power and great glory.

Rather than fueling speculation, Jesus calls His followers to faithfulness—to live awake,
prayerful, generous, and courageous in the space between. The goal isn’t obsession
over the signs or apathy toward the times, but enduring trust and active witness in a
world that’s not yet as it should be.

Goals of This Week’s Discussion
e Understand the two-horizon framework of Jesus’ teaching.
o Recognize the dangers of both obsession and apathy about the end times.

e Embrace Jesus’ call to faithful endurance and witness while we wait for His
return.

« Examine what it means to “stay awake” and guard our hearts in a distracted age.

Connections with the 7 Marks of a Jesus Follower

« Walk in the Word — Let Scripture clarify your view of the future and anchor your
hope in Christ.

« Pray Without Ceasing — Ask God for strength to endure and courage to bear
witness.

o Play Your Part — Live with eternal purpose, using every opportunity to point
others to Jesus.



Starter Questions

« When you think about the “end times,” what emotions arise—fear, curiosity,
anticipation?

e Have you ever seen people become either obsessed or apathetic about Jesus’
return? What did that look like?

« How might living with a clear sense of eternity change your priorities today?

Read Luke 21:1-6 — The Widow and the Temple

Jesus looked up and saw the rich putting their gifts into the offering box, 2and
he saw a poor widow put in two small copper coins.[®! 3 And he said, “Truly, | tell
you, this poor widow has put in more than all of them. 4 For they all contributed
out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.

5 And while some were speaking of the temple, how it was adorned with noble
stones and offerings, he said, ¢ “As for these things that you see, the days will
come when there will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be
thrown down.”

Discussion

« What contrast do you see between the widow’s offering and the disciples’
admiration of the temple?

e How does this moment set the stage for Jesus’ teaching that follows?
e What does it reveal about God’s value system compared to ours?

Key Insight:
Jesus measures generosity not by amount but by trust. The humble offering of faith
matters more than the grandeur of human achievement.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2021%3A1-6%20&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25819b

Read Luke 21:7-24 — The Near Horizon: Destruction and Endurance

" And they asked him, “Teacher, when will these things be, and what will be the
sign when these things are about to take place?” 8 And he said, “See that you are
not led astray. For many will come in my name, saying, ‘l am he!’ and, ‘The time is
at hand!’ Do not go after them. ® And when you hear of wars and tumults, do not
be terrified, for these things must first take place, but the end will not be at once.”
9 Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom. "' There will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and
pestilences. And there will be terrors and great signs from heaven. 2 But before
all this they will lay their hands on you and persecute you, delivering you up

to the synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings

and governors for my name's sake. '3 This will be your opportunity to bear
witness. 4 Settle it therefore in your minds not to meditate beforehand how to
answer, '3 for | will give you a mouth and wisdom, which none of your adversaries
will be able to withstand or contradict. 1® You will be delivered up even by parents
and brotherst2! and relatives and friends, and some of you they will put to

death. 7 You will be hated by all for my name's sake. ' But not a hair of your head
Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then know that its desolation has come

near. 2! Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, and let those who
are inside the city depart, and let not those who are out in the country enter

it, 22 for these are days of vengeance, to fulfill all that is written. 2> Alas for women
who are pregnant and for those who are nursing infants in those days! For there
will be great distress upon the earth and wrath against this people. 2 They will fall
by the edge of the sword and be led captive among all nations, and Jerusalem will
be trampled underfoot by the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.

Discussion

o What specific events does Jesus describe that would happen soon (within the
disciples’ lifetime)?

« How does He prepare His followers to respond to persecution, chaos, and
suffering?

« What do verses 13—15 teach us about bearing witness when life gets hard?

Key Insight:
Jesus doesn’t promise escape from hardship but presence in hardship—“I will give
you a mouth and wisdom.” Endurance is how faith grows strong in the storm.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2021%3A7-24%20&version=ESV#fen-ESV-25833a

Read Luke 21:25-28 — The Far Horizon: The Return of Christ

25«“And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of
nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, 26 people
fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the world. For the
powers of the heavens will be shaken. 2” And then they will see the Son of Man
coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 22 Now when these things begin to
take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is
drawing near.”

Discussion
e What cosmic signs accompany the Son of Man’s return?

« How does verse 28 invite believers to respond differently than the world around
them?

« What does it look like to “lift up your head” in hope rather than live in fear?

Key Insight:
When the world trembles, God’s people look up. The same Jesus who ascended in
glory will return to make all things new.

Read Luke 21:34-36 — The War on the Heart

34 “But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and
drunkenness and cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a
trap. 3% For it will come upon all who dwell on the face of the whole

earth. 36 But stay awake at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape
all these things that are going to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”

Discussion

e What are the modern equivalents of “dissipation, drunkenness, and the cares of
life”?

e How does distraction and overindulgence dull our spiritual alertness?
« What practices help you stay awake and attentive to God’s presence?

Key Insight:
The greatest danger isn’t missing the signs—it’s missing the Savior because our hearts
are heavy with excess and anxiety.



Applying the Text
e Which “ditch” do you tend to lean toward—obsession or apathy—and why?
« Where is Jesus inviting you to stay awake, pray, or endure in faith this week?

« How can you live as a faithful withess between the two horizons—trusting that
your redemption is drawing near?

Practical Challenge

« Wake-Up Prayer: Each morning this week, pray: “Lord, keep my heart awake
and my eyes fixed on You.”

o Witness Moment: Look for one opportunity to speak of your hope in Jesus when
others express fear about the world.

o Lighten the Load: Identify one “care of this life” that’'s weighing your heart
down—and surrender it to God in prayer.

Pray Together
e Thank God that His Word and promises will never pass away.
o Confess ways you've been weighed down by distraction or fear.

o Ask for endurance, courage, and spiritual alertness as you await Jesus’ return.

Gospel Connection

The destruction of the temple pointed forward to the cross—where Jesus’ own body, the
true temple, was broken so that we might become God’s dwelling place. Because He
rose, the far horizon is secure. Our Redeemer will return. Until that day, we live
awake, faithful, and full of hope—our eyes fixed on Jesus, the One who stands above
every horizon.



