GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE
Luke 19:28-44

Triumph and Tears

About This Week’s Message

This week’s message walked us through Jesus’ triumphal entry and His tears over
Jerusalem. What looked like a moment of celebration was actually filled with deep
tension—worship from some, rejection from others, and sorrow from Jesus Himself.
Luke 19:28—-44 shows us a Savior who is resolute in His mission yet profoundly moved
by the unbelief of His people.

We were reminded that Jesus doesn’t only weep at gravesides (John 11); here He
weeps over an entire city—over people blind to His peace, hardened to His presence,
and facing judgment they could avoid. His tears reveal His compassion, His heart for
peace, and His grief over rejection.

Goals of This Week’s Discussion
e Understand why Jesus wept over Jerusalem and what it reveals about His heart.
o Recognize the danger of missing God’s visitation through unbelief or distraction.
« Embrace the peace that only Jesus gives—a peace the world cannot replace.

o Learn to follow Jesus with both joy and tears, holding worship and lament
together.

Connections with the 7 Marks of a Jesus Follower
« Walk in the Word — Let Luke 19 show you Jesus’ heart in His final days.
« Pray without Ceasing — Bring your grief, pain, and tears honestly to God.

o Live Free — Receive the peace of Christ that surpasses understanding.



Starter Questions

e When you picture the triumphal entry, what emotions usually come to mind—joy,
celebration, sorrow, or something else?

e Have you ever experienced a moment that was both triumph and tears at the
same time?

« How does it change your view of Jesus to know He openly wept over people?

Read Luke 19:28-38 — The Triumphal Entry

28 And when he had said these things, he went on ahead, going up to

Jerusalem. 22 When he drew near to Bethphage and Bethany, at the mount that is
called Olivet, he sent two of the disciples, 3 saying, “Go into the village in front of
you, where on entering you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever yet sat.
Untie it and bring it here. 3! If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ you shall
say this: ‘The Lord has need of it.”” 32 So those who were sent went away and
found it just as he had told them. 33 And as they were untying the colt, its owners
said to them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 3¢ And they said, “The Lord has
need of it.” 35 And they brought it to Jesus, and throwing their cloaks on the colt,
they set Jesus on it. 3¢ And as he rode along, they spread their cloaks on the
road. 3’ As he was drawing near—already on the way down the Mount of Olives—
the whole multitude of his disciples began to rejoice and praise God with a loud
voice for all the mighty works that they had seen, 3 saying, “Blessed is the King
who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”

Discussion:

o Why is it significant that Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a donkey, fulfilling
Zechariah 9:9?

« How does the crowd’s worship challenge or encourage your own expression of
praise?

« What does Jesus’ response to the Pharisees (“the stones would cry out”) teach
us about the unstoppable nature of worship?

Key Insight:
Jesus is the rightful King. Whether welcomed or rejected, His glory will be declared.



Read Luke 19:41-42 — Jesus Weeps over Jerusalem

41 And when he drew near and saw the city, he wept over it, 42 saying, “Would that
you, even you, had known on this day the things that make for peace! But
now they are hidden from your eyes.

Discussion:

« Why do you think Jesus wept so intensely (“klaio”—to wail, lament) over
Jerusalem?

e How do His tears show both His humanity and His heart as Savior?
e Where in your life do you need to experience His peace right now?

Key Insight:
Jesus doesn’t weep for Himself—He weeps for us. His heart breaks when we miss His
peace.

Read Luke 19:43-44 — A Prophecy of Judgment

43 For the days will come upon you, when your enemies will set up a barricade
around you and surround you and hem you in on every side 4 and tear you down
to the ground, you and your children within you. And they will not leave one stone
upon another in you, because you did not know the time of your visitation.”

Discussion:
e What future reality was Jesus warning about, and why was it so devastating?
« How do these verses highlight both God’s justice and His mercy?
« What are the dangers of “missing the time of His visitation” in our own lives?

Key Insight:
God takes no pleasure in judgment (Ezekiel 33:11)—but He will not be ignored. His
patience is mercy, but His justice is certain.

Applying the Text
e Where in your life are you tempted to reject or overlook Jesus’ presence?

e How can you learn to lament with Jesus—grieving sin and brokenness—without
losing hope?



« What would it look like for you to welcome His peace into your circumstances this
week?

Practical Challenge

o Pray with Tears: Take time this week to pray not only with words, but with
tears—bringing your grief and burdens honestly to Jesus.

o Seek His Peace: Identify one area of your life marked by anxiety or unrest. Invite
Jesus to flood it with His peace.

o Weep with Others: Step into someone else’s sorrow this week—Iisten, pray, and
embody Christ's compassion.

« Thank Jesus for being both the triumphant King and the weeping Savior.
o Confess ways you've resisted His peace or missed His presence.

o Ask the Holy Spirit to help you see people as Jesus sees them—and to love with
both truth and tears.

Gospel Connection

The triumphal entry points us to the cross: Jesus entered Jerusalem not to be crowned
but to be crucified. His tears remind us of His compassion; His death secures our
peace. In Christ, we are not left in judgment but welcomed into life.

Through faith in Jesus, we receive what Jerusalem missed: the very peace of
God.



