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GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE

Luke 18:15-17
Childlike Faith

About This Week’s Message:

Following an incredible week of Summer Day Camp—140 kids, countless volunteers,
and countless moments of God’s love—this message focused on one of Jesus’ most
vivid illustrations: the faith of a child. In Luke 18:15—-17, Jesus not only affirms the value
of children, but declares that unless we receive the Kingdom of God like a child, we
cannot enter it.

Children have a natural, unhindered capacity for trust, dependence, and love. They
bring nothing to the table except open hands and open hearts—exactly what Jesus calls
us to bring to Him. This isn’t about being childish, but about embracing childlike humility
and dependence in our relationship with God.

Goals of This Week’s Discussion:

e Understand why Jesus elevates childlike faith as essential to entering the
Kingdom of God.

« ldentify ways pride, self-reliance, or “adulting” can hinder us from dependence on
God.

o Commit to living in humble, trusting reliance on Jesus every day.

Connections with the 7 Marks of a Jesus Follower:

o Walk in the Word — Let Jesus’ teaching reshape how you see faith, dependence,
and humility.

« Pray without Ceasing - Dependence on God shows up in constant, honest
connection with Him.

o Live Free-Trust in God’s provision frees you from striving to prove your worth.



Starter Questions:
e When you hear “childlike faith,” what comes to mind?
e Have you ever seen a child’s trust or love inspire your own faith?

o What gets in the way of you fully depending on God?

Read Luke 18:15-16 — Let the Children Come

5 Now they were bringing even infants to him that he might touch them. And
when the disciples saw it, they rebuked them. 6 But Jesus called them to him,
saying, “Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them, for to such
belongs the kingdom of God.

Discussion:
e Why do you think the disciples tried to keep the children away from Jesus?

« What does Jesus’ indignant (righteous anger) response in Mark’s account tell us
about His heart for children?

« What are ways we might unintentionally “hinder” others—especially kids—from
coming to Jesus?

Key Insight:
God treasures children, and He treasures the humility, dependence, and trust they
model. We’re called not only to value kids, but to learn from them.

Read Luke 18:17 — Like a Child

“Truly, | say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child
shall not enter it.”

Discussion:
e What does it mean to “receive the kingdom of God like a child”?
e How is childlike dependence different from childishness?
« Why is humility essential to experiencing the fullness of life with God?

Key Insight:
Childlike faith isn’t optional—it’s the doorway into the Kingdom. Pride closes that door;
humility swings it wide open.



Applying the Text:

Where in your life are you tempted to rely on yourself instead of God?
What would it look like for you to “be carried” by God this week?

How can you intentionally cultivate trust in God’s goodness, even when you don’t
understand?

Practical Challenge:

Pray:

Release Control - Each day this week, name one area where you need to
depend fully on God and surrender it to Him in prayer.

Learn from a Child - Spend time with a child and observe their trust, joy, and
dependence. Ask God to grow those qualities in you.

Remove a Hindrance - Identify any attitudes, habits, or distractions that might
keep you or others from experiencing God’s love—and take a step to remove
them.

Thank Jesus for valuing children and teaching us through their example.
Confess the ways you've relied on your own strength instead of His.

Ask the Holy Spirit to restore a childlike trust, humility, and dependence in your
relationship with God.

Gospel Connection:

We bring nothing to God that He needs—no resume, no achievement, no leverage. The
only way in is the way a child comes: empty-handed, fully trusting, completely
dependent. This is the posture Jesus modeled for us in His own relationship with the
Father, and it's the posture that opens the door to the Kingdom of God.

Childlike faith isn’t just how you start the Christian life—it’s how you live it every

day.



