GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE

Luke 18:9-14
The Parables of Jesus — Have Mercy on Me

About This Week’s Message:
Two men go to the temple. One walks out justified. The other doesn’t.

Jesus shares a parable that flips religious expectations on their head. A respected Pharisee,
known for his devotion and obedience, comes before God with self-assured pride. A hated
tax collector, broken and ashamed, beats his chest and begs for mercy. Jesus says only one
is made right with God.

This parable is a stunning reversal warning against self-righteousness and a call to humility.
It reminds us that God isn’t impressed by resumes. He responds to repentance.

Goals of This Week’s Discussion:
e Confront the dangers of religious pride and self-righteousness.
e Understand true repentance and what it means to be "justified" before God.

o Embrace a lifestyle of humility and mercy—toward God and others.

Connections with the 7 Marks of a Jesus Follower:
e Live Free — Stop performing. Receive mercy.
o Walkinthe Word - Let Scripture expose and transform the heart.

e Share Your Story — Let your story be one of grace, not self-made glory.

Starter Questions:
e Why do you think self-righteousness is so easy to fall into?
¢ What’s the difference between healthy confidence and spiritual pride?

e Canyouremember atime when you deeply knew your need for mercy?



Read Luke 18:9-14 - Two Men, Two Prayers

Jesus sets the scene in the temple: one man exalts himself, the other humbles himself.
One trusts in his spiritual record; the other throws himself on the mercy of God. Jesus
shocks His audience by declaring the "sinner" justified.

°He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous
and treated others with contempt: '°“Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. "' The Pharisee, standing by himself,

prayed! thus: ‘God, | thank you that | am not like other men, extortioners, unjust,
adulterers, or even like this tax collector. '?| fast twice a week; | give tithes of all that |
get.’ 3But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven,
but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ | tell you, this man
went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts
himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”

Discussion:
e Whois Jesus directing this parable to? Why?

¢ Whatdo you notice about the Pharisee’s prayer? What does it reveal about his
heart?

e How does the tax collector’s prayer reflect humility and dependence?
¢ Whatdoes it mean to be "justified" before God?
e Why do you think humility is so central to a relationship with God?

Key Insight:
The Pharisee was confident in his performance. The tax collector was desperate for mercy.
Only one walked away right with God.

Going Deeper:

Typecasting & Expectations
Jesus' audience expected Pharisees to be the heroes and tax collectors to be the villains.
He reverses the roles to expose hidden pride and unexpected faith.

¢ How do we "typecast" people in our minds? How does this affect our view of others?
¢ Have you ever assumed someone was far from God, only to be surprised?

e What kind of community is created when we lead with mercy instead of merit?



Key Insight:
We judge by appearances. God looks at the heart.

Applying the Text:
e Where are you tempted to compare yourself to others spiritually?
e Doyourely onyour good behavior to feel "right" with God?
e Isyour posture before God more like the Pharisee or the tax collector?

e How can you cultivate humility in this season of your life?

Practical Challenge:

o Take time this week to pray like the tax collector: no excuses, no pretense—just raw
dependence on God’s mercy.

o Identify one area where pride may be subtly growing. Invite God to uproot it.

¢ Practice mercy toward someone you may have previously judged. Extend the grace
you’ve received.

Pray:
¢ ThankJesus for being the once-for-all atonement for your sin.
o Confess any areas of pride or comparison in your life.

¢ Askfor a heart that stays tender, humble, and open to others.

Key Verse:
"For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be
exalted."— Luke 18:14



